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SOUTH VIETNAM WEEKLY INDICATORS 
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_ENEMY KILLED IN ACTION declined sharply to 808 from the 
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SOUTH VIETNAMESE EFFECTIVENESS as measured by the percentage of 
enemy killed by GVN_ forces de- 


creased slightly to 96% from the 
98% level of the previous three weeks. 
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Enemy Activity 


In South Vietnam, enemy-initiated activity during the past 
week has been at comparatively low levels country-wide. There is 
little to suggest that any significant change is imminent, though 
recent communications among elements of the Communist B-3 Front 
have followed a pattern which, in the past, has been indicative of 
a future increase in tactical activity. General Ngo Dzu, the GVN's 
Commander in Military Region (MR) 2, anticipates a serious Communist 
push in the Western Highlands and his concern is probably justified. 


In Laos, military activity increased slightly in MR i as enemy 
forces attacked friendly units to the north and northeast of Luang 
Prabang. In MR II, there was light and sporadic enemy ground and 
shelling activity on the Plaine des Jarres. The Communists also 
continued to improve their lines of communication into that area 
and the recent NVA deployment of at least 6,000 replacements and 
reinforcements into north Laos appears to be completed. In the 
central Panhandle of south Laos there was only light contact during 
the actual week covered by this report, but early in the morning of 
6 December friendly positions at Saravane* came under attack and the 
town was subsequently abandoned under heavy pressure. Farther south, 
friendly units participating in Operation THAO LA, north of the 
Bolovens Plateau, were able to repulse three enemy assaults as they 
continued to search the enemy logistical base of Thateng. 


In Cambodia, enemy-initiated activity along Route 6 increased 
substantially during the past week and has resulted in the with- 
drawal of all FANK forces to Kompong Thom, leaving the Communists 
in possession of all the territory they held prior to the start of 
the CHENLA II campaign. In the Phnom Penh Special Military Region 
(PPSMR), there has been a fairly high level of Communist attacks by 
fire and enemy-initiated light ground action. These attacks are 


probably being conducted by elements of two NVA regiments -- the 
52na and 101D -- of the Phuoc Long Front (a headquarters entity 
that used to be called the lst NVA Division). In their effort to 


wipe out the former CHENLA II column and their increasing harassment 
of Phnom Penh's outskirts, the Communists appear to be making a 
major effort to embarrass the Cambodian government and to score 
tactical successes that could have a psychological impact well 
beyond Cambodia's borders. Farther south, ARVN forces involved 
in Operation TOAN THANG have still met only light resistance 
despite the fact that they are now well into enemy-held territory 
and seem to be steadily advancing on the Chup Plantation, a long- 
time Communist stronghold. The VC 5th and NVA 7th Divisions, 
however, are in position to counter-attack the advancing South 
Vietnamese force. 


Enemy Infiltration 


Southward personnel infiltration continued at a high level 
during the past week. Five battalion-size groups and 12 "gap- 
fill" groups totaling 9,139 men have been added to the infiltra- 
tion totals, raising the estimated number of infiltrators moving 
toward South Vietnam-Cambodia since 1 October 1971 to some 
23,400-25,400. Recent evidence, however, indicates that the infii- 
tration of North Vietnamese units into north Laos has probably 
tapered off, at least for the time being. This deployment, which 
began on 15 October 1971, has to date involved some 6,000-8,000 
personnel, including individual replacements and organic tactical 
units. In the logistics field, North Vietnamese activity in the 
Lao Panhandle is increasing, but it is only slightly more than 
one-half the level noted last year at this time. Communist logis= 
tic elements apparently have not completed their preparations for 
the dry season and are continuing "crash programs" to ready their 
areas for increased supply movements. Additionally, intermittent 
road construction (extending some 25 miles) has been detected on 
yet another major north-south route through the central Panhandle. 
If completed, this new road will provide a fourth corridor for the 
movement of supplies southward from the Tchepone area, thereby aud- 
menting Routes 23, 99, and 92, the main supply arteries southward. 
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South Vietnam Developments 


On 3 December, the Lower House overwhelmingly elected the pro- 
government slate -- the only slate put forward -- of officers and 
committee chairmen, thus strengthening President Thieu's hand in 
that body. The new officers are generally viewed as more able 
than their predecessors. Progressive Nationalist Force (PNM) 
legislators were not represented on the successful slate,. but 
this does not necessarily mean that the PNM will not support key 
government legislation in the Lower House. 


The effort to form a pro-government, mass political party 
appears to be moving into the formative, organizational phase. 
Instrumental in this effort is Thieu's brother Nguyen Van Kieu, 
who is alleged to be trying to line up a coalition of the PNM, 
the Farmer-Worker Party, and some lesser parties and factions into 
a so-called "Democratic Union Party." No date has yet been set for 
this new group's public debut. While some reports indicate that 
Kieu may play a leading role in the party's future affairs, Thieu 
himself is said to be against having his brother assume any such 
role in view of the parallels that would be°drawn to the Diem-Nhu 
era. a 


Communist Developments 


The Communists! 3 December announcement of their holiday 
truce periods (three days over Christmas, three days over New 
Years, and four days over Tet in mid-February) generally corres- 
ponds to the Communist position taken last year. The announcement 
does not reflect any new Communist interest in an extended cease 
fire; on that topic, the Communists are sticking firmly to the 
line taken in the PRG's "Seven points." 
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